
The playground features a central synthetic turf hill. 
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TMP Architecture, Inc              

Early Childhood Education Center
Novi, Michigan

Meeting the needs of children aged 
three to five in an invigorating 
environment, the new Early 

Childhood Education Center is the 
result of interactive visioning with the 
community and district. 

In order to provide an intimate, smaller 
school setting that fosters collaboration, 
the design team attended a national early 
childhood conference to learn more about 
how facilities can positively impact social 
and academic development. 

The 39,000 -square - foot school 
includes 18 classrooms, a cafeteria, 
a multi-purpose room, and offices for 
Community Education and Enrollment 
Services. Also included is a dedicated 
space for children with special needs, a 
secure welcome center, and an adventure 
playground. 

The innovative design includes porch 
entries that offer home-like first impressions 
as children arrive, allowing parents to walk 
children directly into school and interact 
with teachers. Learning studios offer 
open and stimulating environments that 
are accented with color and natural light. 

 Modern learning was integral to 
the design of this center. It is rich with 
technology and features flexible furniture. 
Keeping young learners in mind, designers 
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Designers incorporated multiple spaces for indoor play.



Classrooms are filled with brightly colored flexible furniture.
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Designers also incorporated multiple outdoor play areas.
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utilized all available surfaces; the floors are used as often as 
the tables. Three collaboration areas within the main circulation 
spine denote class neighborhoods, a gross motor development 
center, and the dining commons. Display walls in these areas 
feature student work and announcements. The students and 
their work take center stage in this facility.

 Knowing how important free play is to mental development, 
designers also incorporated multiple spaces for indoor play and 
a large outdoor playground to enhance teaching and learning. 
The playground features multiple play areas, including a popular, 
central synthetic turf hill. As an added bonus, the playground is 
open to the community for after-hours use.

 Previously, the early childhood program was dispersed 
at multiple locations throughout the district at the Community 
Education Building, in a portable classroom at the middle 
school, at an elementary school, and at the high school. The 
parent-funded, tuition-based program had more applicants than 
their facilities could accommodate. 

The new facility expanded the district’s program to 
accommodate an additional 50 to 100 students. In addition to 

the Early Childhood program, offices for Community Education 
and Enrollment Services were relocated to the new building. 
This building has allowed all of these functions to come together 
under one roof and serve as the District’s first point of contact 
for new families.

 The district and team had the advantage of history for 
this project, having worked on multiple projects together and 
utilizing a tried-and-true process. Past successful projects 
helped designers learn which products and processes the 
client preferred. 

Close collaboration between the design team, construction 
manager, and program manager kept the project on budget 
and on schedule. An accelerated design schedule allowed for 
adequate bid times, allowing the district to take advantage of 
an optimal bidding climate. Schedule adjustments allowed for 
a reduction of the construction cost.

 Thanks to a solid team effort, this unique learning facility 
is already making a big difference for the students and the 
community. It has been a welcoming front door to the district 
and is nearly at capacity.

The main circulation spine denotes class neighborhoods.



DIVISION  COST % OF SQ.FT.  SPECIFICATIONS
  COST COST  

PROCUREMENT & CONTRACTING REQUIREMENTS  31,122   0.35   0.79  —
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS    622,680   6.98   15.76         —
CONCRETE 512,653   5.75   12.98    Forming & accessories, reinforcing, cast-in-place, grouting.
MASONRY 206,712   2.32   5.23    Unit.
METALS    532,474   5.97   13.48    Structural metal framing, joists, decking, cold-formed metal framing, fabrications.
WOOD, PLASTICS & COMPOSITES   965,543   10.83   24.44    Rough carpentry, finish carpentry, architectural woodwork. 
THERMAL & MOISTURE PROTECTION    449,039   5.04   11.37    Membrane roofing, flashing & sheet metal, roof & wall specialties & accessories,  

      joint protection. 
OPENINGS 214,555   2.41   5.43    Doors & frames, windows, hardware, glazing, louvers & vents. 
FINISHES   1,805,994   20.26   45.71    Plaster & gypsum board, tiling, ceilings, flooring, wall finishes, painting &   

      coating.      
SPECIALTIES   45,221   0.51   1.14    Visual display board, signage, flag pole. 
EQUIPMENT   243,712   2.73   6.17  Food service, playground.
FURNISHINGS   137,247   1.54   3.47    Casework, window treatment, countertop. 
FIRE SUPPRESSION    78,580   0.88   1.99    Water-based fire-suppression systems, fire-extinguishing systems. 
PLUMBING  353,091   3.96   8.94    Piping & pumps, equipment, fixtures. 
HVAC   1,751,940   19.65   44.35    Piping & pumps, air distribution, central heating equipment, central cooling   

      equipment, decentralized HVAC equipment. 
ELECTRICAL   964,301   10.82   24.42    Medium-voltage distribution, low-voltage transmission, lighting.  
TOTAL BUILDING COSTS    8,914,864   100% $225.65
EARTHWORK     943,215      Site clearing, earth moving, water, sanitary sewerage, storm drainage, electrical &  

      communications utilities.  
EXTERIOR IMPROVEMENTS     686,492      Bases, bollards & paving, site improvements, wetlands, irrigation, landscaping,   

      fencing. 
TOTAL PROJECT COST 10,544,571 

UPDATED ESTIMATE TO AUGUST 2018: $253.37 PER SQUARE FOOT  

Regional Cost Trends
This project, updated to August 2018 in the selected cities of the United States.

Architect

TMP Architecture, Inc.
1191 West Square Lake Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302
www.tmp-architecture.com

Project Team

Early Childhood Education Center EDUCATIONAL EU180731

EASTERN U.S. Sq.Ft. Total
  Cost Cost________________________________________________
Atlanta, GA $206.29 $8,149,712
Pittsburgh, PA $260.10 $10,275,724
New York, NY $331.85 $13,110,406

WESTERN U.S.  Sq.Ft. Total
  Cost Cost________________________________________________
Los Angeles, CA $266.83 $10,541,475
Las Vegas, NV $244.40 $9,655,637
Seattle, WA $266.83 $10,541,475

CENTRAL U.S. Sq.Ft. Total
  Cost Cost________________________________________________
Dallas, TX $199.56 $7,883,960
Kansas City, KS $269.07 $10,630,059
Chicago, IL $280.28 $11,072,978

For more information on this project and similar projects visit www.dcd.com

Structural Engineer 
 Penhale & Yates, Inc.
 29200 Southfield Road, #207, Southfield, MI 48076
Mechanical & Electrical Engineer
 Peter Basso Associates, Inc.
 5145 Livernois Road, #100, Troy, MI 48098
Construction Managers
 McCarthy & Smith, Inc.
 24317 Indoplex Circle, Farmington Hills, MI 48335
Food Service
 E.F. Whitney, Inc.
 1000 S. Old Woodward Avenue, #105, Birmingham, MI 48009

Location: Novi, Michigan
Date Bid: May 2015
Construction Period: May 2015 to Sep 2016          
Total Square Feet: 39,507
Site: 4.3 acres.
Number of Buildings: One; 18 classrooms, seating capacity 
for 288.
Building Sizes: First floor, 39,507; total, 39,507 square feet.  
Building Height: First floor, 29'4"; total, 29'4".  
Basic Construction Type: New/Steel Frame.
Foundation: Cast-in-place, slab-on-grade. 
Exterior Walls: CMU, brick, cement fiber lap siding.
Roof: Asphalt shingles, membrane.
Floors: Concrete.
Interior Walls: CMU, metal stud drywall.

Project General Description
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